Introduction
The multi-system involvement of Legionnaires' disease has been well documented. '-7 However, to our knowledge, spontaneous rupture of the spleen has not previously been described in association with this condition. We report a case in which this occurred.
Case report A 63 year old male cleaner presented in February 1989 with a dry cough, dyspnoea, vomiting, confusion and rigors.
On examination he had a temperature of 39.5°C, he was tachypnoeic and there were crackles at his left lung base. Chest X-ray showed extensive left-sided consolidation, and arterial blood gases showed hypoxia. Initial investigations demonstrated mild hyponatraemia; full blood count, urea, creatinine and liver function tests were normal.
Legionnaires' disease was suspected, and was subsequently confirmed by detection of Legionella pneumophila antigen in his urine on day 3 and a four-fold rise in antibody titres. The organism was also isolated in his sputum.
Treatment was instituted with oxygen, and intravenous erythromycin and benzylpenicillin. The latter was stopped when the antigen was detected in his urine on day 3 
